
Faith That Does Not Save 

James 2:14-26 



Ephesians 2:8-9 

For by grace you have been saved 

through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God… 



Romans 5:1-2 

Therefore, having been justified by 

faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom 

also we have access by faith into this 

grace in which we stand, and rejoice in 

hope of the glory of God. 



Ephesians 2:9   
…not of works, lest anyone should 

boast.  

John 14:6 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through Me. 



Romans 10:9-10 

…that if you confess with your mouth the 

Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 

that God has raised Him from the dead, 

you will be saved. 10For with the heart 

one believes unto righteousness, and 

with the mouth confession is made 

unto salvation.  



 

 

So, what is this faith                      

James says does not save? 



I. Real Faith is Not Just Something 

You ‘Say’ (vv.14-17) 

A. “If someone says he has faith but does not have 

works”  

B. This professor of faith shows no fruit of faith.  

C. Paul agrees: Faith in Christ makes us act different. 

 2 Cor. 5:17, Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation; old things have passed away; 

behold, all things have become new.  



II. Real Faith is Not Just Something 

You ‘Feel’ (vv. 17-18)  

A. “Faith by itself, if it does not have 

works, is dead.” (V. 17) 

B.  That kind of faith is a counterfeit faith. 

C.  Faith in Christ always brings new life. 



John 3:3-5 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, 

I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot 

see the kingdom of God.” 
4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born 

when he is old? Can he enter a second time into 

his mother’s womb and be born?”  
5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 

unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God.   

(V.16) For God so loved the world that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life. 



John 6:37 

All that the Father gives Me will come to 

Me, and the one who comes to Me I will 

by no means cast out.  



III. Real Faith is Not Just Something 

You ‘Think’ (v.19) 

A.  Believing the facts about Christ is not 
necessarily true faith.  

B.  A person can agree with the facts of 
the Gospel and still be lost.   

 “Another Gospel”  

Gal. 1:6 I marvel that you are turning 
away so soon from Him who called you 

in the grace of Christ, to a different 
gospel. 



IV. Real Faith is Not Something You 

Only Believe, it is Something You 

‘Do’ (vv. 21-25)  

A.  Abraham trusted God and it moved 

him to obedience. 

Romans 4:16, Therefore it is of faith 

that it might be according to grace, so 

that the promise might be sure to all 

the seed, not only to those who are of 

the law, but also to those who are of 

the faith of Abraham, who is the father 

of us all.  



Romans 4:19-22 
18who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that 

he became the father of many nations, according 
to what was spoken, “So shall your descendants 
be.”  

19And not being weak in faith, he did not consider 
his own body, already dead (since he was about 
a hundred years old), and the deadness of 
Sarah’s womb.  

20He did not waver at the promise of God through 
unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving 
glory to God, 21and being fully convinced that 
what He had promised He was also able to 
perform. 22And therefore “it was accounted to 
him for righteousness.”  

B.  Rahab’s faith caused her to save the spies. 
(V.25)  



V. One Who Places Faith in Christ as 

Savior has Living Faith. 

A.  It is not mere profession of faith that 

saves. 

B.  Biblical faith produces righteous 

works. 

C.  It is the sinner’s response to God’s 

love that brings change  

D.  It is trusting Jesus with a child-like 

faith. 



Is that the kind of faith that 

you have today? 

2 Cor. 5:14-15; “…that those who live 

should live no longer for themselves, 

but for Him who died for them and rose 

again.” 



Do you hold the kind of 

faith that saves? 

- OR - 

Has your faith had no 

effect on how you live? 


